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IntroducƟ on:Parks and RecreaƟ on
BeauƟ ful, inspiring, and accessible parks are essenƟ al to the 
health of a city. Parks provide recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es, a space 
for community gatherings, environmental benefi ts, and more 
desirable neighborhoods and communiƟ es. East Baton Rouge Parish 
will be home to a network of diverse parks spread throughout 
the City, providing a variety of recreaƟ on opportuniƟ es in each 
neighborhood. A network of greenway trails will connect the parks 
with neighborhoods, ensuring that all residents can easily access 
them on foot, by bike, by transit or by car. 
Parks not only provide accessible open spaces and recreaƟ onal 
opportuniƟ es for residents, but are a source of intrinsic 
environmental, aestheƟ c, and social benefi ts to our ciƟ es – from 
economic development, measurable health benefi ts from providing 
direct contact with nature, opportuniƟ es for physical acƟ vity and 
social interacƟ on, important seƫ  ngs for arts and cultural programs, 
play spaces that provide hands-on learning environments to 
match the varied learning styles of children, and increased social 
capital of a community. Parks provide green infrastructure – the 
interconnected system of green spaces that conserves natural 
systems, sustains clean air and water, and helps to manage storm 
water. Green infrastructure is a community’s natural life support 
system. Just as growing communiƟ es need to upgrade and expand 
access through their built infrastructure of roads, trails, bike paths, 
sewers, and uƟ liƟ es, they also need to upgrade and maintain their 
infrastructure of green spaces, greenways, parks and conservaƟ on 
areas.



Core Values and AspiraƟ ons of the Vision
A diverse group of residents and stakeholders represenƟ ng all parts 
of East Baton Rouge Parish provided input through workshops, open 
houses, interviews, focus groups and survey discussions. Respondents 
consistently cited the following core values and aspiraƟ ons they 
believed should be the foundaƟ on for building a vision for East Baton 
Rouge Parish. 
Core values that relate to parks and recreaƟ on:
Equity: All residents have access to a good educaƟ on, public services, 
housing and job opportuniƟ es.
Safety: People feel safe where they live, work and play.
Strong Neighborhoods and CommuniƟ es: Neighborhoods in all areas 
of the City are desirable places to live and have a range of housing 
types and nearby ameniƟ es to serve the City-Parish’s residents.
Healthy Environment: Natural resources are protected and conserved 
to provide acƟ ve and passive recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es for current 
and future residents.
Sustainability: The future refl ects the creaƟ vity and resiliency of East 
Baton Rouge Parish’s young residents and off ers a sustainable place 
for youth to thrive – with a focus on building a future based on fi scal, 
physical, environmental, economic and equitable sustainability.



Part I: Parks and Trails 
A Growing Parks System
East Baton Rouge Parish has an extensive but largely 
underused network of exisƟ ng green spaces. Neighborhood 
parks, regional community parks, downtown parks and 
plazas, parks for organized sports, fesƟ vals and concerts are 
all part of the parks network in East Baton Rouge Parish. The 
parks and recreaƟ on vision for FUTUREBR includes improving 
exisƟ ng parks, making strategic investments and increasing 
maintenance expenditures to enhance the quality of exisƟ ng 
parks. 
FUTUREBR seeks to promote BREC (RecreaƟ on and Park 
Commission for the Parish of East Baton Rouge) priority acƟ ons 
and recommendaƟ ons and establish addiƟ onal programs for land 
and natural resource conservaƟ on and management. In addiƟ on, 
policies that encourage walking, biking, and the alternaƟ ve 
transportaƟ on networks will create more livable and healthy 
communiƟ es. A high quality system of parks and recreaƟ on 
resources provides a mulƟ tude of community benefi ts: protecƟ ng 
our environment, preserving wildlife habitat, strengthening local 
economies, aƩ racƟ ng new businesses, contribuƟ ng to the local tax 
base, increasing property values, and promoƟ ng healthy lifestyles.



A Growing Parks System
BREC is well known for providing community and local parks 
throughout the City-Parish, as well as extensive, award-winning 
recreaƟ onal programs. The majority of BREC’s parks are oriented 
toward acƟ ve recreaƟ on acƟ viƟ es, such as sports and athleƟ c 
fi elds and playgrounds. BREC has been expanding its inventory 
of parks to include more focus on the natural environment, such 
as the very successful Bluebonnet Swamp Nature Center, the 
Blackwater Nature Preserve, and Frenchtown Road ConservaƟ on 
Area. 
With the establishment of 12 community parks through the 
2004 Imagine Your Parks (IYP) Strategic Plan, BREC has already 
raised the standard for parks and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es in the 
parish. BREC’s park system contains over 6,000 acres across 
181 parks.  Based on the fi ndings of the BREC Strategic Plan, 
East Baton Rouge Parish has a well-distributed system of parks 
and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es that meets a wide range of needs. 
There are plenty of opportuniƟ es for future park development, 
including: establishing pedestrian connecƟ ons between these 
parks and neighborhoods, enhancing and maintaining exisƟ ng 
parks, and working toward seƫ  ng new standards in quality. 
BREC and the City-Parish is are now challenged to maintain its 
their exisƟ ng infrastructure of aging parks and to bring its parks 
and recreaƟ on system into a new century of needs, wishes and 
condiƟ ons.
In 2014, BREC developed its 2015 10-year Strategic plan – 
IYP2. With 12 Community parks built in the last decade as an 
outgrowth of its 2004 Imagine Your Parks strategic plan, BREC 
has transformed the park and recreaƟ on experience in the 
parish.  IYP2 is a vision and acƟ on plan for parks and recreaƟ on 
in East Baton Rouge Parish that builds upon the successes of 
BREC’s original Imagine Your Parks plan. It takes into account 
changes in the park system, recent trends in recreaƟ on, 
changes in parish demographics and economy, and input from 

HOW DO RESIDENTS USE THE PARKS?
According to the BREC survey conducted 
in 20013, City-Parish residents use area parks for a variety 
of acƟ viƟ es, including:  running or walking; visiƟ ng nature 
areas/spending Ɵ me outdoors; and aƩ ending community 
special events. To further enjoy these acƟ viƟ es, City-
Parish residents expressed a need for the following 
faciliƟ es: The fi ve highest prioriƟ es for Parks and faciliƟ es 
were:
• Neighborhood parks - 27% 63%
• Walking and biking trails - 28% 60%
• Family Picnic shelters/areas - 21% 56%
• Fitness and Indoor exercise faciliƟ es - 19% 53% 
• Nature areas - 47%
• Playground equipment areas - 21% 47% 



the community. IYPs establishes eight strategic 
direcƟ ons for BREC to focus on in the next decade 
and lays out an acƟ on plan for geƫ  ng there, 
including a set of acƟ ons BREC can take to move 
each strategic direcƟ on forward as well as detailed 
acƟ on steps that support each acƟ on.
The AcƟ on Plan is driven by eight Strategic 
DirecƟ ons:
1. ConƟ nue to place a priority on the wise use of 

taxpayer dollars.
2. ConƟ nue innovaƟ on in recreaƟ on programming.
3. ConƟ nue to raise the standard for parks and 

recreaƟ on faciliƟ es, and ensure equitable access 
to park and recreaƟ on experiences across the 
parish.

4. Strengthen and increase natural resource 
related recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es.

5. Enhance connecƟ vity by improving the network 
of mulƟ -use trails to, within, and between parks 
and community assets.

6. Increase local awareness of BREC’s programs 
and faciliƟ es and the overall value of BREC.

7. Work with partners and the BREC FoundaƟ on to 
achieve common goals and leverage resources.

8. Ensure that BREC’s parks and faciliƟ es are 
operated and maintained effi  ciently and 

according to best pracƟ ces and to defi ne 
standards for park types.

Urban Parks and Plazas
As the City-Parish fosters new development within 
the core of Baton Rouge, it’s important to provide 
access to quality open space within downtown. 
The East Baton Rouge Parish Comprehensive Plan 
supports Plan Baton Rouge in its eff ort to set the 
stage for providing quality pedestrian corridors 
that link urban parks and give shoppers, workers, 
and residents an opportunity to rest, converse, and 
people watch. 
The Riverfront Levee path provides an area for 
downtown workers and residents to exercise and 
be close to the river. AddiƟ onal parks and public 
spaces are owned and maintained by the State of 
Louisiana and other City-Parish agencies. The State 
owns the extensive passive parklands around the 
state capitol known as Capitol Park and Arsenal 
Park. The Old State Capitol grounds 
operates ConvenƟ on Street Park, Expressway Park, 
and Spanish Town Park.

PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES OWNED BY BREC, THE STATE, AND OTHER AGENCIES:
• 5,699 acres of parks
• 27 acres of public space
• 2,199 undeveloped park acres 
• 3,500 developed park acres
• $1,700 average per acre maintenance budget  
• 13.8 acres provided per 1,000 ciƟ zens
• 143 playgrounds





The City-Parish owns and operates the River Center convenƟ on 
facility and adjacent City Hall, which are connected on the western 
side by a large public plaza built in the 1970s. Repentance Park, 
located on River Road between the Old State Capitol and the River 
Center, was is being redesigned and is expected to be completed 
in 2012. Part of that plaza known as Galvez Plaza, along with public 
space along and in the median of North Boulevard between River 
Road and Interstate 110, was are being redeveloped into North 
Boulevard Town Square. Town Square, managed by the Downtown 
Development District, will provides substanƟ ally more public space 
and makes the spaces highly usable and accessible when it opens in 
early 2012. 
BREC Neighborhood Parks
BREC has over 150 Nneighborhood parks that provide a place to play, 
relax, and convene for neighborhood residents. Each neighborhood 
park varies in the ameniƟ es it provides, but common ameniƟ es 
include playgrounds, small sports fi elds, picnic areas, and places to 
walk with or without pets. They serve as a gathering place for the 
neighborhood, where neighbors can chat and kids can play together. 
Neighborhood parks are usually accessible by foot, bicycle, or public 
transit within a half-mile radius of residences, providing easy access 
to green space especially for children and senior adults.

A HEALTHIER BATON ROUGE
Momentum is building for increased investment in greenways. As part of 
his Healthy BR iniƟ aƟ ve, Mayor-President Kip Holden, along with BREC 
and LSU, announced that the City-Parish will triple the miles of bicycle 
paths in the City-Parish. The program involves a joint eff ort among the 
City-Parish, LSU, and BREC to create a more bicycle- and pedestrian-
friendly community. The iniƟ aƟ ve will provide more bicycle routes for 
people throughout East Baton Rouge Parish, increasing them from the 
current 30 miles of bike lanes, 16 miles of paths, and 21 miles of shared 
lanes for a total of 67.6 miles of programmed paths, lanes, and routes.



GOALS OF THE PROPOSED PATHWAYS AND TRAILS
• Create Complete the linear CAPP Health Loop mulƟ -use (bike/pedestrian) trail and bridge pedestrian and bike path connecƟ ons along Wards and Bayou DuplanƟ er from the LSU area south along established neighborhoods to Dawson Creeks surrounding the Health District (small area plan adopted 2015) medical complexes at Essen Lane, and ulƟ mately to BREC’s planned Ward Creek path. Of the total approximate12.25 mile trail, approximately 8.5 miles are complete.  Future priority trail eff orts will be located in response to community prioriƟ es.  Current direcƟ on indicates desire for an addiƟ onal crossing of I-12.  One menƟ oned by local cyclists would connect Concord Estates and CiƟ place.  
• Increase Create a bike and pedestrian connecƟ on access from to parks in North Baton Rouge to South Baton Rouge, City-Brooks Park, and LSU, by creaƟ ng connecƟ ng paths through the Exxon greenbelt and within the public right-of-way Interstate 110, US 61, and within city-parish drainage right-of-way. along Government Street, Brightside Lane, 17th Street, Choctaw Drive, and North Acadian Thruway. 

• Provide pedestrian and bicycle connecƟ ons from the Mississippi River to Scenic Highway and Scotlandville via The connecƟ on to Southern University iniƟ ated by the Monte Sano Bayou connector could be completed via pathway connecƟ on from Swan Avenue, eastward to Hurricane Creek, terminaƟ ng at Scotlandville Parkway in the Scotlandville area of North Baton Rouge.
Other Non-BREC Trail IniƟ aƟ ves
• Extend the levee trail system to connect Southern University to the north and Farr Equestrian Park south of LSU, eff ecƟ vely becoming an alternaƟ ve transportaƟ on route linking North and South Baton Rouge. This would form a key segment of the proposed Galvez Trail between New Orleans and Port Hudson as set forth in the Louisiana Trails Master Plan.
• IdenƟ fy readily accessible points along the Amite River and segments along the corridor providing the best terrain for a trail (see ConservaƟ on and Ecoparks proposed in the Environment and ConservaƟ on element).



BREC Community Parks 
As of 2016, BREC has developed 12 Ccommunity 
parks. These parks that serve a larger geographic 
area than neighborhood parks and are designed to 
engage people in a variety of acƟ viƟ es for longer 
periods of Ɵ me. Higher levels of maintenance, 
security, and recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es are off ered 
by community parks. RecreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es 
at community parks can include large sportsfi elds, 
skateparks, golf courses, dog parks, tennis courts, 
botanic gardens, trails, large pavilions, theaters, 
aquaƟ c faciliƟ es, and small ponds or lakes for 
boaƟ ng paddling and fi shing. 
BREC RecreaƟ onal Programs Centers and Special Use FaciliƟ es
A BREC recreaƟ on centers is a are facilityies that 
supports many park acƟ viƟ es and programs, 
including sports and other recreaƟ onal acƟ viƟ es 
appropriate to the populaƟ on or community that 
uses the park. The faciliƟ es serve an important 
purpose, providing educaƟ on and recreaƟ on to 
all ages and groups across the Parish. However, 

the provision of these services is costly, and many 
of the faciliƟ es have undergone substanƟ al wear 
and tear. The BREC survey found that the physical 
condiƟ on of recreaƟ on centers deters certain user 
groups from parƟ cipaƟ ng in programs. Some issues 
that BREC survey respondents menƟ oned included 
a lack of air condiƟ oning, small size of faciliƟ es, 
and lack of “curb appeal.” BREC has updated and 
renovated Forest Park, Highland Road Park, Anna 
T. Jordan Park, Jeff erson Highway Park, Baker Park, 
and AnƟ och Community Park RecreaƟ on Centers.
BREC Special Use FaciliƟ es
BREC special use faciliƟ es include faciliƟ es that 
serve a single, specialized purpose, such as the 
Baton Rouge Zoo, sports parks, golf courses, Cohn 
Arboretum, Farr Park Equestrian Center, Magnolia 
Mound PlantaƟ on, Magnolia Cemetery and Knock 
Knock Children’s Museum.

GREENLINKS SYSTEM
Part of the FUTUREBR Plan, the Parishwide Greenlinks system, seeks to provide paths along water courses, water bodies, major streets, property easements, and public rights-of-way. Widely supported by residents at neighborhood meeƟ ngs, the complete system of paths would make greenspaces more accessible for residents, who could use the paths for walking, jogging, and cycling through parks, fi elds, wetlands, and water courses and natural areas.



BREC Trails and Links for Pedestrians and Bicyclists
With BREC currently operaƟ nges and maintainings 
more than 180 parks within the City-Parish, future 
development in the parks system needs to will focus 
on establishing pedestrian and bicycle connecƟ ons 
between these parks and neighborhoods, while 
working to enhance and maintain exisƟ ng trails. 
East Baton Rouge Parish has many opportuniƟ es to 
enhance the exisƟ ng trail system, including:
• Linking centers, corridors and neighborhoods with 

the network 
of open spaces, greenways and trails 

• Building upon the Greenlinks Plan to establish a 
network of acƟ ve and passive recreaƟ onal spaces 
using exisƟ ng rights-of-way and stream corridors 
(see Environment and ConservaƟ on element) 

• Enhancing the Riverfront Levee path as an amenity 
BREC’s Capital Area Pathways Project (CAPP) is an 
iniƟ aƟ ve to idenƟ fy routes and build a network of 
recreaƟ onal trails and greenways throughout East 
Baton Rouge Parish.  MulƟ -use pedestrian and 
cycling connecƟ vity trails will serve as linear parks 
providing general recreaƟ on acƟ viƟ es and connecƟ ng 

neighborhoods to parks, ameniƟ es, businesses, 
and aƩ racƟ ons.  Trails will promote healthy and 
acƟ ve lifestyles, spur economic development and 
neighborhood revitalizaƟ on, enhance public safety, 
promote tourism, aƩ ract corporate ciƟ zens, spark 
recreaƟ on oriented businesses, and improve the 
environment.    
BACKGROUND
• The incepƟ on of the CAPP program can be linked 

to the “Imagine Your Parks” Strategic Planning 
Process in 2004 and prior planning processes.  
Public interest was focused on trails and the desire 
to use them for exercise or to commute to parks. 

• In 2006, BREC held a Trail Route Planning meeƟ ng 
to engage the public and gather input for 
connecƟ vity trail routes.  

• The 2014 “Imagine Your Parks2” Strategic 
Planning process indicated conƟ nued interest in 
recreaƟ onal trails as the public’s highest requested 
amenity.  $5 million has been budgeted for CAPP 
trails in the 10-year Capital Improvement Plan 
Budget.

IMPLEMENTATION 
BREC has developed a Capital Area Pathways Project 

The Scotlandville Comprehensive Community Development Plan, is exploring 
the creaƟ on of an Eco-Park (north of Southern University on 
the exisƟ ng wetlands), similar to the Bluebonnet Swamp, that will serve as an 
area set aside for the experience of natural surroundings and naƟ ve life forms. 
The Eco-Park can become a regional desƟ naƟ on for educaƟ on, preservaƟ on, 
and recreaƟ onal experiences of our natural environment, along with defi ning a 
starƟ ng point for hikes and bike rides.
Establishing parks that also provide environmental educaƟ onal opportuniƟ es will 
help give residents a broader understanding and appreciaƟ on for Baton Rouge’s 
natural environments. BREC currently maintains 873 acres of conservaƟ on 
land within the City-Parish, and 75 percent of this land consists of boƩ omland 
hardwoods. According to BREC’s conservaƟ on standards, an addiƟ onal 3,000 
acres of conservaƟ on land remains to be acquired.



Master Plan.  Developed with public input, the map depicts a 
system of off -street mulƟ -use trails that will connect the parish, 
off er a valuable recreaƟ onal asset, and provide signifi cant 
alternaƟ ve transportaƟ on value.  Infl uenced by the Greenlinks 
Plan, and including the majority of its routes, the CAPP Master 
Plan (approved by the BREC Commission in October 2015) is 
focused on development within riparian corridors and public 
rights of way.
BREC’s current focus is on execuƟ ng CAPP Project IniƟ aƟ ves 
while providing support and advocacy for implementaƟ on 
of community trail eff orts.  BREC is conƟ nuing to develop 
network connecƟ vity to BREC parks as well as providing in-park 
trail circuits for walkers and joggers for exercising within an 
individual neighborhood or community park.
With funding by the City-Parish and experƟ se from Baton 
Rouge Advocates for Safe Streets (BRASS) Bike Baton Rouge, 
BREC, and Capital Region Planning Commission (CRPC), bike 
lanes and shareing the road signs have been installed in 
downtown and the college campus areas. The City-Parish is 
looking into further investment and partnerships with Southern 
University and Baton Rouge Community College to help build 
bike lanes along primary or secondary roads that bisect trail 
systems connecƟ ng to parks and neighborhoods. 
BREC and the City-Parish with Louisiana Department of 
TtransportaƟ on and Development are developing a bicycle and 
pedestrian master plan to idenƟ fy appropriate locaƟ ons for on-
street and off -street faciliƟ es. 
The City-Parish is seeking an acƟ ve role in providing 
informaƟ on and wayfi nding for cyclists. For example, the City-
Parish has painted pavement markings known as “sharrows” 
on key roadways throughout the City-Parish to indicate that 
bicycle riders use the road for travel. BRASS Bike Baton Rouge 
maintains bicycle riding routes and other informaƟ on online 
and organizes regular bicycle rides. The City-Parish Planning 
Commission also has an interacƟ ve mapping applicaƟ on called 

PUBLIC INPUT ON PARKS AND RECREATION
During 2003 and 2004, BREC spearheaded the Strategic Parks Master Plan for East Baton Rouge Parish. The purpose of the plan was to develop consensus within the City-Parish for a preferred future for the park system, recreaƟ on programs and special faciliƟ es. BREC convened dozens of individual, small group and public meeƟ ngs. 
BREC SURVEY RESULTS 
In addiƟ on, BREC rouƟ nely commissionsed a staƟ sƟ cally valid surveys to idenƟ fy needs and establish prioriƟ es for the future development of the parks system of 500 households. As a result of these eff orts, BREC found that the ciƟ zens of East Baton Rouge Parish want to see:
• A principled, trustworthy, and fi scally responsible Parks Commission
• More public interacƟ on in BREC’s planning processes
• More emphasis on quality of parks and faciliƟ es even if it results in a smaller quanƟ ty
• BeƩ er communicaƟ on to make ciƟ zens aware of the services provided by BREC
• BeƩ er maintenance (including aestheƟ c appearances of aging faciliƟ es)
• Natural and cultural resource conservaƟ on projects
• BREC-created partnerships that benefi t the community
• Upgrades to exisƟ ng faciliƟ es
• New faciliƟ es
• Improved exisƟ ng neighborhood parks
• Improved trails that connect parks
• Development of new outdor pool/aquaƟ c centers
• Improved exisƟ ng athleƟ c fi elds
• Land preserved for natural areas



BikeBR (www.brgov.com/BikeBR) to provide bicycle 
route informaƟ on to the public. 
Enhancing connecƟ ons to open spaces for bicycles 
and pedestrians within exisƟ ng neighborhoods is 
a key component of the vision for the future of 
East Baton Rouge Parish. BREC is conƟ nuing to 
implemenƟ ng a new kind of trail in the City-Parish 
with the planned Ward Creek Linear Park the CAPP 
Master Plan. sited along a major stream corridor 
and being developed in partnership with a local 

developer. The planned 12-foot-wide mulƟ -use 
trail is a resultof BREC Capital Pathways Project 
that was put in place to idenƟ fy routes and build a 
network of trails and greenways throughout East 
Baton Rouge Parish. Phase 1 was completed in 2013 
and development of the loop trail conƟ nues of the 
pathway will extend along the Ward Creek right-of-
way from the Siegen Lane overpass to Bluebonnet 
Boulevard. BREC has contacted land owners and 
tentaƟ ve agreements on the trail concept and 
locaƟ on.  

BREC Eco Parks ConservaƟ on Land and Protected Areas
Currently, there are few federal or state designated 
land management areas within East Baton Rouge 
Parish. While privately owned properƟ es do provide 
a small percentage of land conservaƟ on eff orts, the 
large majority of the City-Parish is subject to future 
urban development. BREC currently protects nearly 
2,000 acres of habitat within East Baton Rouge 
parish under several diff erent conservaƟ on land 
designaƟ ons including Nature Reserve, Satellite 
ConservaƟ on Area, ConservaƟ on Management Area 
and Greenway recommends that two categories 
of nature parkland be added to the park system, 
ecological park and conservaƟ on areas. 
BREC ConservaƟ on areas are protected from further 
development and encroachment for the sole 
purpose of preserving wildlife habitat, environmental 
quality and the loss of species, as outlined by BREC’s 
Natural Resource Management Plan.  Each type of 
park has diff erent restricƟ ons based on shared use 
and habitat quality.  Nature Reserves are restricted 
from human disturbance outside of scienƟ fi c 
study, environmental monitoring and educaƟ on.  
AlternaƟ vely, Satellite ConservaƟ on Areas and 
ConservaƟ on Management Areas are designed to 

conserve biodiversity and habitat while allowing 
nature appreciaƟ on and educaƟ on acƟ viƟ es in order 
to increase the public’s understanding of the natural 
world and foster their conservaƟ on ethic.  These 
areas play an important role in the Parish, providing 
quiet and serene trails for hikers, promoƟ ng 
the ecology and biodiversity of the Parish, and 
providing specifi c educaƟ onal opportuniƟ es for East 
Baton Rouge Parish residents of all ages including 
programming by BREC ConservaƟ on staff . Passive, 
low-impact recreaƟ onal acƟ viƟ es such as bird 
watching, hiking, wildlife viewing and geocaching will 
be encouraged in these areas on designated trails.  
AddiƟ onally, greenway’s are linear areas established 
to act as a natural buff er or passage corridor which 
link BREC parks or trails to one another.  These areas 
play a crucial role as ecological corridors allowing 
wildlife to migrate and species to interchange and/
or their ability to more eff ecƟ vely and safely connect 
people to parks.  Combined, these protected lands 
will provide outlets to the parish on a variety of 
levels while conserving and restoring historic 
habitats throughout the parish and protecƟ ng high 
quality areas from future development. 
Ecological parks are focused on environmental 



educaƟ on, birding, wildlife study, and passive 
recreaƟ on acƟ viƟ es. ConservaƟ on areas are 
protected from further development and 
encroachment for the sole purpose of preserving 
wildlife habitat and environmental quality. These 
areas play an important role in Parish, providing 
quiet and serene trails for walkers, promoƟ ng 

providing 
specifi c educaƟ onal opportuniƟ es for East Baton 
Rouge Parish residents of all ages. The acquisiƟ on 
of such natural areas should remain a be priority 
for BREC and the City-Parish, increasing the amount 
of land protected as the parish’s populaƟ on also 
increases. 
BREC’s Natural Resource Plan, Imagine Your Parks 
Plan2, and Capital Area Pathways Project (CAPP) 
propose new parks, nature parks, conservaƟ on 
areas, and trails along with goals regarding 
property management and interpreƟ ng exisƟ ng 
conservaƟ on land. Individual management plans 
for Nature Reserves, Satellite ConservaƟ on Areas 
and ConservaƟ on Management Areas will include 
scienƟ fi c surveys of habitat quality and provide 
restoraƟ on suggesƟ ons and jusƟ fi caƟ on for use 
restricƟ ons. The Imagine Your Parks2 Plan sets forth 
a series of acƟ on items that BREC is undertaking 
to strengthen and increase natural resource 
recreaƟ onal acƟ viƟ es:
1. Implement BREC’s Natural Resources 

Management Plan 
2. Develop and implement a land acquisiƟ on 

and easement program focused on creaƟ ng 
a connected parish-wide network of natural 
resources, parƟ cularly greenway and blueway 
corridors.

3. Develop, integrate, and promote nature-based 
educaƟ on and recreaƟ on programming across 

ages and skill levels.
4. Promote conservaƟ on stewardship volunteerism 

that provides opportuniƟ es for individuals and 
organizaƟ ons to leave a posiƟ ve legacy in the 
park system.

5. Build on BREC’s “Geaux Green” movement to 
strengthen sustainability policies across the 
organizaƟ on.

1. Develop plans for satellite “nature center” 
faciliƟ es in ecologically and environmentally 
important areas throughout the City-Parish. 

2. Acquire park land to provide residents and 
visitors with a variety of recreaƟ on opportuniƟ es 
through conservaƟ on areas, nature centers, 
parkways, greenways, historic sites and special 
use parks.

3. Acquire a conservaƟ on area that has rich wildlife 
and plant habitat value along the Comite River 
in the porƟ on that is classifi ed as Scenic River, 
which ends at the confl uence with White’s 
Bayou.

4. Acquire three conservaƟ on areas that have 
wildlife and plant habitat value along the 
Amite River.

5. Develop conservaƟ on parks that serve as a 
birding park(s).

6. Consider development of Bayou DuplanƟ er 
as a bikeway and conservaƟ on area.

PrioriƟ es for Parks 
Improving and Maintaining ExisƟ ng Parks
East Baton Rouge Parish residents wish to see their 
exisƟ ng parks improve. Of the 155 parks inventoried 
as part of the BREC Strategic Master Plan, only eight 
were rated as excellent. There were 115 parks, or 
70 percent, rated as fair or poor. These parks will 



require a major investment in capital to reach an 
acceptable service level.
The most common perceived issues regarding 
parks in the City-Parish are the increasing age of 
park inventory, a lack of uniformity of maintenance 
operaƟ ons, insuffi  cient security, and the lack of ADA 
required access to parks and their faciliƟ es. East 
Baton Rouge Parish residents wish to see addiƟ onal 
ameniƟ es within their parks, including restrooms, 
addiƟ onal trails, picnic shelters and picnic tables.
Increasing Access to Parks 
East Baton Rouge Parish residents overwhelmingly 
travel by car to visit parks within the City-Parish. 
About 89 percent of respondents to the 2014 BREC 
survey indicated they travel by car to use parks and 
recreaƟ on faciliƟ es, compared to 28 percent who 
someƟ mes walk, and 16 percent who someƟ mes 
bike.
An analysis of the acƟ ve park network within the 
City-Parish limits shows that most residents live 
within walking distance (i.e., straight line distance of 
0.5 miles or less) of a public park or facility. However, 
many parks are located within areas where safe 
street connecƟ ons are not frequent enough to be 
within a reasonable walking distance for most users. 
CAPP trails are being sited to provide connecƟ ons 
from residenƟ al areas to parks in the aƩ empt to 
provide safe walking and biking access. The vision for 
FUTUREBR includes increasing the number of trails 
and paths connecƟ ng parks to neighborhoods. The 
use of small neighborhood parks that are owned and 
governed by homeowners’ associaƟ ons is one are 
another way to provide access to addiƟ onal parks 
within neighborhoods. 





This secƟ on details the parks and recreaƟ on goals, 
objecƟ ves and acƟ ons that will move 
East Baton Rouge Parish toward the community’s 
Vision.
Goals are the big over arching ideas, changes or pracƟ ces 
that are essenƟ al to realize the community’s Vision.
ObjecƟ ves establish specifi c, measurable, aƩ ainable and 
realisƟ c goals that guide how the Comprehensive Plan is 
implemented in a way that will achieve the Vision. 
AcƟ ons outline the steps needed to achieve the objecƟ ves.



Parks and RecreaƟ on Goal 1
Implement BREC’s “Imagine Your Parks2” Strategic Plan by increasing the quality of exisƟ ng parks, access to parks and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es, and diversity of programs.
ObjecƟ ve 1.1
Improve and maintain exisƟ ng parks and increase 
park safety. 
AcƟ ons to support objecƟ ve 1.1:
1.1.1 Leverage available resources and forge 

and strengthen strategic Ɵ es to operate, 
maintain, and develop parks, programs, and 
faciliƟ es.

1.1.2 Partner with BREC to enhance the quality of 
exisƟ ng parks through establishing design 
criteria and guidelines.

1.1.3 Increase safety and security in all City-
Parish parks.

1.1.4 Apply Employ Crime PrevenƟ on through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) guidelines 
to the planning and development of 
recreaƟ onal faciliƟ es and open spaces 
where appropriate.

1.1.5 Evaluate and study exisƟ ng parks, faciliƟ es 
and programs. Work with BREC to develop 
and implement performance measures for 
East Baton Rouge Parish parks, including 
informaƟ on about program parƟ cipants and 
park users. 

1.1.6 Maintain park and recreaƟ on agency 
accreditaƟ on standards as defi ned by the 
Commission for AccreditaƟ on of Park and 
RecreaƟ on Agencies (CAPRA).

Parks and RecreaƟ on Goals
1. Increase quality of exisƟ ng parks, access 

to parks and recreaƟ on faciliƟ es, and 
diversity of programs.

2. Improve and expand pedestrian and 
bicycle paths and trails to promote 
acƟ ve recreaƟ on and to provide beƩ er 
connecƟ ons to parks.

3. Expand the City-Parish’s nature parks 
while providing educaƟ onal and 
recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es to Parish 
residents.



ObjecƟ ve 1.2
Provide a balanced range of park types, including 
acƟ ve and passive recreaƟ on, conservaƟ on parks, 
and neighborhood parks as recommended in 
Imagine Your Parks2. 
AcƟ ons to support objecƟ ve 1.2:
1.2.1 Collaborate with BREC to implement the 

“Imagine Your Parks” recommendaƟ on to 
meet a standard of 30 acres of parkland per 
1,000 residents.

1.2.2 Construct modern recreaƟ on faciliƟ es that 
can accommodate a number and variety of 
ameniƟ es. 

1.2.3 Upgrade some exisƟ ng recreaƟ on centers 
to provide close-to-home needs or unique 
program opportuniƟ es.

1.2.4 Implement and maintain the Riverfront 
Master Plan as an idenƟ ty feature for Baton 
Rouge and support the park corridor plans 
as detailed in Plan Baton Rouge. 

1.2.5 Update the “Imagine Your Parks Strategic 
Plan2” on a ten-year cycle.

ObjecƟ ve 1.3
Ensure that parks and recreaƟ onal faciliƟ es meet 
the needs of all residents within the City-Parish. 
AcƟ ons to support objecƟ ve 1.3:
1.3.1 Provide public planning opportuniƟ es for 

new parks projects and review input from 
concerned ciƟ zens regarding the planning 
and development of recreaƟ onal and open 
space faciliƟ es.

1.3.2 Acquire addiƟ onal parkland in strategic 
growth areas and exisƟ ng neighborhoods 
that have few park access opportuniƟ es.

1.3.3 Promote safe, fun, and inclusive 
environments for recreaƟ onal and leisure 
acƟ viƟ es by using appropriate accessibility 
and environmental design guidelines for 
planning and development of recreaƟ onal 
faciliƟ es, including but not limited to: ADA, 
NRPA, EPA, etc.

Parks and RecreaƟ on Goal 2
Improve and expand pedestrian and bicycle paths and trails to promote acƟ ve recreaƟ on and to provide beƩ er connecƟ ons to parks.
ObjecƟ ve 2.1
PrioriƟ ze implementaƟ on of new trails as 
greenways for access to natural resources. 
AcƟ ons to support objecƟ ve 2.1:
2.1.1 ConƟ nue coordinaƟ on with LADOTD and 

BREC to develop and implement a bicycle 
and pedestrian master plan.  (Assign to 
DTD)

2.1.1 Implement the Greenlink CAPP Master Plan 
through development planning, taking into 
consideraƟ on the development of regional 
links and coordinaƟ on. Review and update 
the plan as needed. 

2.1.2 Invest in a network of mulƟ -use bike 
pedestrian connecƟ ng trails addiƟ onal 
bike lanes and paths to create a that will 
linked network that connects residenƟ al 
areas and parks and neighborhoods. 



Target Focus trail development of trails 
along creeks and bayous that naturally 
connect neighborhoods in riparian areas 
and public rights of way, as well as those 
areas denƟ fi ed in the Environment and
ConservaƟ on element for restoraƟ on and 
re-naturalizaƟ on such as:

• Create linear pedestrian and bike and 
pedestrian path connecƟ ons along Bayou 
DuplanƟ er from the LSU area south along 
established neighborhoods to Dawson 
Creek, medical complexes at Essen Lane, 
and ulƟ mately to BREC’s planned BREC’s 
Health Loop Trail on Wards Creek path. 

• Increase bike and pedestrian access to 
parks and the Mississippi River in North 
Baton Rouge.

• Extend the levee trail mulƟ -use paths to 
connect Southern University to the north 
and Farr Equestrian Park south of LSU.

• Develop as ecoparks readily accessible 
points along the Amite River and segments 
along the corridor providing the best terrain 
for a trail, as idenƟ fi ed in the Environment 
and ConservaƟ on element.

ObjecƟ ve 2.2
Improve bicycle and pedestrian safety. 
AcƟ ons to support objecƟ ve 2.2:
2.2.1 Implement crosswalks at all roadway 

crossings along primary bicycle and 
pedestrian trails, with traffi  c signal 
controlled crossings at major roadways.

2.2.2 Implement railroad safety crossings at all 

rail line crossings along primary bicycle and 
pedestrian trails, with gated and controlled 
rail crossings at rail lines with high volumes 
of train traffi  c.

Parks and RecreaƟ on Goal 3
Expand the City-Parish’s nature parks while providing educaƟ onal and recreaƟ onal opportuniƟ es to Parish residents.
ObjecƟ ve 3.1
Increase recreaƟ onal and educaƟ onal 
opportuniƟ es in the City-Parish, centered around 
appreciaƟ on and understanding of the natural 
environment. 
AcƟ ons to support objecƟ ve 3.1:
3.1.1 ConƟ nue to support BREC’s iniƟ aƟ ves set 

forth in the Imagine Your Parks Plan2 to 
implement and facilitate programs that 
reduce the loss of species diversity, as well 
as to acquire 2,300 acres of conservaƟ on 
land for protecƟ ng naƟ ve species 
while providing a variety of recreaƟ on 
opportuniƟ es including nature centers, 
parkways, greenways, and blueways. 
AddiƟ onal land should conƟ nue to be 
acquired as the City-Parish populaƟ on 
increases. 

3.1.2 Create an ecologically-based park on about 
400 acres along the undeveloped porƟ on of 
Bayou DuplanƟ er south of Stanford Avenue. 
Pursue development of Bayou DuplanƟ er as 
a blueway and conservaƟ on area.

3.1.3 Acquire a conservaƟ on area that has rich 



wildlife and plant habitat value along 
the Comite River in the porƟ on that is 
classifi ed as Scenic River which ends at the 
confl uence with White’s Bayou. 

3.1.4 Acquire three conservaƟ on areas that have 
wildlife and plant habitat along the Amite 
River. 

3.1.5 Establish addiƟ onal areas of ecological 
conservaƟ on parks in areas adjacent to 
Cypress Bayou and Hurricane Creek and 
Comite River. 

3.1.6 Acquire ecopark land and conservaƟ on land 
idenƟ fi ed in the Environmental Element 
Natural Resource Management Plan.

ObjecƟ ve 3.2
Implement passive recreaƟ on programs in nature 
parks focused on environmental educaƟ on. 
AcƟ ons to support objecƟ ve 3.2:
3.2.1 Collaborate with the East Baton Rouge 

Parish School Board and private schools to: 
develop science and ecological educaƟ on 
programs, bring students to ecological 
parks, and conduct classes there.

3.2.2 Partner with other agencies and nonprofi t 
organizaƟ ons, including the LSU AgCenter, 
Sierra Club, Louisiana Urban Forestry 
Council, Baton Rouge Green, and Hilltop 
Arboretum, Baton Rouge Audubon Society, 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries, and Louisiana Geological Survey 
to  enhance ecological educaƟ on in the 

Parish.


